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Sent to the 


| Late King Jann, 


To perſuade him to Embrace the _ 


Forcſtant Religion, 


- SAMUEL PARKER, 
Fiat Lord Biſhop of Ox xo & v. 


To which,are prefixed 


Iw © LETTERS; 


"The FIRST, ? 


"Fm Sir Lookye Jenkins, on the ſame Subject ; 
I The SECOND, 
rom ; the ſaid Diſcp, with the 'Discounss. 


Pri from the Original Manuſcript Papers, without 
2 Obſervation or RefleQion. 
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DNDON: Printed, and are to be Sold by Rendal Taylor near 
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To the READER, 


Ts Papers accidentally falling into my hands, 


*rwere injuſtice to conceal them from the World, 

when ſo much benefit may be reap from their 
Publication ; and though. there are many Reaſons to be 
alledged for Printing ſo uſeful a Diſcourſe, yet none was 
ſo prevalent with me as the thoughts of doing our dead 
Aurhor Juſtice, at leaſt as to that part of his Accuſation 
wherein he has been adjudg'd, it not profeſſedly, yet a 
well-wiſher at leaſt to the Roman Catholick Religion ;thar 
he was fo to the Perſon he ſends thele following lines, is 
evident from the Deſign of chem, which was to bring 
him over to the Communion of rhe Church of England; a 
Deſign, conſidering the Circumſtances of thole diſtracted 
Times, ſo very ſcaſonable and honeſt, . that the D_ 
Himſelf was forc'd to acknowledge as much, and after- 
wards thank'd the Dr. for it , and had God given ir its 
due Effect, we might all bave thank'd him too: But 
however the Diſcourſe may have mils of its aim where 
intended ; I hope it may not want ſome Proſclyres of the 
ſame Perſuaſion, for whole ſake 'tis chiefly publiſh'd. As. 
ro what concerns the Author himſelf, I {hall be wholly 
filent, the World labouring under too great a Prejudice 
to hear his Panegyrick with Patience : The followin 
Tract, with his other Learned Writings are his beſt Ora- 
ror ; but it any Mans Curieſtty ſhould lead him to a far- 
ther deſire of knowing his Character, if he pleaſes, he may 
better take it from himlſelt. | DEP O- 


SAMUELIS PARKER 


DEPOSIT UM 


| Nuper Epiſcopi Oxonienfes : 


Qui hoc Elogio poſteris commendari voluit. 


' Imultates, &* privatas imimicitias 


Omnia ab ipfis rei cujuſq; Principits exorſus ; 


Non modo non foyi, 

Sed contempfs. 
Sola integritate fretus, 

ec wvivere 

| FE: rubeſeo ; 
Nec mori reformid. 

Divinan Providentiam 

on minis credo, quam opto. 

 Hanc vitam, utcung; F/ uſtineo, 
Meliorem expetto ; 
Fide non infelix, 
Spe felictor. 


 Multa legi, cogitavi, ſcripfi 


Nec tamen ulla ſcire videar melids 
 Quam que per fidem accepi. 


Sir Leolyn Jenkins His Letter to the late King 


THIS Diſcourſe ( or what. elſe you pleaſe. te call-ic 
£3 . was brought: me. by\ the Canterbury':Carrier;\ your 
R. H. will fee. in the. looſe Leaf-join'd to this, how it 
comes to be addreſſed to: my Harids..' The Author I have 
known-long, {ince ;- he was Chaplain to. my late Lord 
Arch-Biſhop of Cante?byry, .his Name is: Dr. Samuel: Parker, 
(at preſent) Arch-Deacon. of Canterbury; -as' I have not 
had any Communication with him of any kind, theſe ma- 
ny Years, ſothe oonng of this Treatiſe to, my Hands is a 
ee Surpriſe ; yet ſeeing the Subje&t -matter of ir is 
at which we Pray and contend for, I durſt not bur 
commit it to this preſent Conveyance, beſeeching Almighty 
God to give agſhiciiing' upon ir. | 


Fd 


For” Sir- Ecolyn Jenkins. 


S I R, 


bats Gore confbed With 4 great Tub Pbffeton of Health, 


FJ: wot knowhng how the Divine Providence might be plea. 
ed to diſpoſe of me, after 1 had ſetled my own private Af. 


fairs & well as 1 could, au Extrava ant, on, NP uft rit x fe 
Gy pon me-t+ Itirie a Boney for His Royal Highs: EIT in 
| OS Senn Iadenpais'E emjaycal;” 7; \eomplfed,; , 855 * that of 
pond I hawg for-tht 406; Shecotnet theiChwch of England, cav- 
nat forbear - to. reſent. it. . | And1in order tavito make bil acomrey 


it: ro your Hohor,” au ” HR your (Gyr wh L js % Ha to 
ref 2625 'F ſu@rhtit it © " Phy LI OV! 0 e TP” 
| youpifbeo: "Hed Hhdugh F, Pe [407 ſucceſs from 
YT pero oryjeryravy' Deoakeyof ith: Defigh' in 2i Peſt 
| ofe therChurch of rape; lat ones ergronk I thwoeiawty 
dare; my yells to Pls nog otbowh c.aMf 16s 
gd Fe turtle Nb; nul 1s ny 1H ay ARMY, | UNC Las 
Pb wal 


olbjedato dai aud tas yok ee -Buir wr = Sr Attempts, thiy 
awsta:be. ent ixely;\(oft\ te) theywureratinþ)Proviameev/uGoH: Files 
T Fequeſt the favor of your Pere oonffh 5 :[leGad 
utterly ridiculous, to convey it to Þ ne f you "are temp- 

ted to ſmile at my Folly, I beſeech you to impute it to my preſent Weak- 

neſs, and when 7am in a better Condition of Health, for which I thank 
God I am n:w in a very fair way, perhaps T ſhall bz as forward as any to 


laugh at the oddnejs of the Attempt, But whatever it is, I am ſure it 
bas the warrant of a good _— from, Sir, 


3s moſt Humble Scryanc, 


5s. PARKER, 


lover TC 1 ReBfior bis ub bel oor ed, Und. 


go _ ; | : ” ' . —_ ES ks SRL ; , IE Ms nh beak ION —— 
SS EE EE WA ARR 22S mted.c@a=' xo. owl iS 


he 
A 


VETS 


SRI F 


I > EP WO TTLHR PD 


*” 
thy 


SIR, 


| Hat Addreſſes, or whether any at all, have been made 
to Your Royal Highnels by the Divines of the Church 
of England, for the SatisfaCtion of your Conſcience, 
I am altogether ignorant. Tho I cannot ſuppole 


| that none have been made, becauſe I know great numbers of Learn- 
| ed Men of our Communion, both Zealous tor their Religion, an 

{ alſo for Your Highneſles Service here, and Souls welfare hereafter : 
Bur then thjs I have too much Reaſon to fear, that ſome of them may 
| not have taken that Method ; nor have proceeded upon thoſe Princi- 


ples that they ought. For the Men that have eyer ſince his Majeſties 


E Return, been, or at leaſt appeared, moſt forward, in defiance. of the 
{ Church of Rome, have been ſo unhappy in their Zeal and Oppoſition 
| againſt. it, as rogether with the Papal Uſurpations, to dig up the ye- 
| ry Foundations of the Chriſtian Church : or, at the ſame time that 


they endeavor to pull down the-Pope's preſent high. and uncanoni- 


| cal Pretences, deſtroy all that Divine Authoricy that was yeſted by 
{ our -Bleſſed Saviour ,in the Apoſtles and their Succeſlors, for the 


Guidance and Government of Souls; ſo as to make every private 


' Perſon the only Judg of his own Faith, without any defence to the 
 Dire&tion of his Spiricual Guides and Goyernors: which is in effect 
| no leſs than really to cancel that Promiſe that our Bleſſed Saviour 


made to be aſliſtant ro them- in the Execution of their -Offfice, to 
the. End of the World; for if he make good his Promiſe, that alone 
is more than enough to challenge the regular Submiffion of private 


| Chriſtians to their Decrees, as they would not Rebel againſt our 
| Saviour's own Inſtiturion. This I know has bcen the great ſtum- 


bling Block- ro the Roman Catholicks, that the Church of England 
ncither pretends to, nor owns any-fuch Power, as that of a living 


4 Judge ; bur thar it either reſolves all its Authority into the State, or 
| leaves all its Members at their own entire liberty, to chooſe their 


B 2 Religien 
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w<igion as they pleaſe, without being accountable to the Church 
or it, 

| Theſe, I muſt confeſs, are very common Opinions among us, bur 
then. they are very new too, and as great Strangers to the Church 
of England, as to the Church of Rome : being ar firſt ſtarred about 
his Majeſties Return, when fome young Men that had been' fanati. 
cally Educated, ſecing the Church of Ergland Reſtored, and either 
having a mind to its Preferments, or to bring themſelves off from the 
Principles of their Education, prerended that there was no ſuch thing as 


any particular Form of Church-Government, ſetled by our Saviour or 


his Apoſtles ; and therefore that it was leſt entirely ro the power of the 


Ciyil Magiſtrate to Eſtabliſh what Form He Himſelfliked beſt. And 
for that Reaſon, and for that alone, ſeeing his Majeſty was pleaſed 


to reſtore Epiſcopacy, they thought it their Duty ro ſubmir to that 
2s to all other Civil Laws and Conſtitutions. Bur, alas, theſe are no: | 
Church, bur State-Divines, and not oniy Traytors to the Liberties of 
the Church of England, but profeſt Enemies to the very Being ofa Þþ 


Chriſtian Church ; which as ſuch, ſubſiſts merely upon our Saviours 
own Charter and Inſtitution, by virtue whereof, all- Chriſtians are Þ 


bound to aſſociate in a viſible Society, and to ſubmir to the Decrees Þþ 
and Ordinances of thoſe Governors that he hath ſet over it, This, Þ 


Fay, is the firſt Principle of a Chriſtian Church, and is owned by all 
Men, that either own any ſuch thing as a Church, or underſtand Þ 


what they mean by the word. Sothar the only true State of the Con- Þ 


troverſic in this Caſe between Church and Church, is to diſcover how 


the Government of the Catholick Church was at firſt ſerled by our 


Saviour : how it deſcended to after Ages, and who at this time ſtick 
cloſeſt to the Primitive Inſtitution. | 
And for Your Highneſles full Satisfaction herein, I will make 1 
faithful. Repreſentation of the true State of ' the Primitive Church, 
and then compare the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of Eng: 
{and, and the Church of Rome ; and thereby ſhew how enormouſly 


' the Church of Rowe, notwithſtanding all its high Pretences, hath de 


— 


parted from it, and how honeſtly the Church of England endeavors 
ro keep to the original Platform 3 and when I have done this, [ ſhall 
with all Humility, ſubmit it to Your Royal Highneſſes Wiſe and Im: 
partial Judgment : For I know that in matrers relating to Your 


Souls. welfare, You deſign nothing but Fruth, and the beſt way to 
{ecur 
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ſecure it, This I am aſſured of, nor only from the fam'd Integrity, 
and Generouſneſs of Your Princely Temper, that ſcorns to admit of 
the Alloy of Secular Intereſt into the. great Concerns of Conſcience, 
but by that great Courage and Reſolution Y.ou have ſhewn for the 
Maintenance of Your preſent Perſwaſion ( whatever that is ) to 
Your great Detriment and Diſadvantage of Your Afﬀairs in this 
World. But though I think it moſt apparently Your preſent In- 
tereſt to quit that Church, yet think ir too, a very Ignoble, as well 
as Irreligious Attempt, to make that an Argument for it. And I 
am afraid, That is one of the higheſt Prejudices that Your Royal 
Highneſs may have conceived againſt the Church of Eg/and, that 
ſome Men in it have inſiſted upon Your worldly Intereſt roo much 
in a point of Conſcience. And yet if by a true and ſincere Account 
of things, I can bring Your Conſcience over to the Church of Eng- 
land, though I ſhall not bring Your Conſcience to Your Intereſt, 
yer I ſhall make them meet : bo it that were ſatisfied, it is obvious 
on which ſide the Advantage lies. And though upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of Conſcience being ſatisfied, Intereſt might be admitted as an 
acceſſional Motive; yer I ſhall entirely wave all worldly Conſide- 


rations, and diſdain any Aſſiſtance that is Foreign to the cauſe . of 


Religion, and if I did not, I am ſure Your Highneſs would. 

And therefore I ſhall only humbly crave leave to repreſent the 
true State of the Chriſtian Church, and from thence remonſtrare 
to Your Princely Wiſdom, that Your Highneſs can have no Rea- 


. ſon either as a Chriſtian Man or a Chriſtian Prince, to concern Your: 


Self ſor the Intereſt, or join with the Communion of the Church of 


. Rome, and that onthe contrary you have all the Reaſon in the World, . 


upon both Accounts, to love and value the Church of England. 
Firſt then Chriſtianity ſuppoſes the Temporal Power . of. Princes, 
Civil Government being ſertled. in the World. by.the .general Provi- 
dence of God antecedently to our Saviour's particular Inſtitution. 
And-as he found it, fo he left it, with an expreſs: declaimor of any 


| Prerence to it, in the firſt place declaring that the Kingdom that 


he-came to eſtabliſh was nor of this World : that is, that he was - 
not inveſted with any Temporal Juriſdition. And the truth is, 
it he lad laid claim to any ſuch Power, his Religion had ſtood upon 
no better foundation than Mahumetaniſm.ir ſelf, that was at firſt pro- 
pagated, and hath. been hithcrto. maintained merely by the "ny 
'S & 


tion. 
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.of the Sword. 'But the Deſign.of.our Savior's Inſtitution, was pure 


and unmix'd Religion, and therefore abetted ir Self and its Laws 
with no other Sanctions than only the Rewards and Puniſhment 


of the Life to come. And the ſame Power that he exercis'd himſelf 
he devoaly'd upon his Apoſtles, from them to deſcend upon their 


Succeſlors to the End-of the World ; ſo thar all their Power, what- 
ever it is, is of the ſame Nature with that which himſelf claim'd 
whilſt on Earth, that is purely ſpiritual and void of all temporal 
Coertion. And for this Reaſon it is evident, that if any Church 
pretend to- any ſuch Power by Virtue of his Grant or Commiſion, 
chat -it is not only a Contradition to the Nature of Chriſtianity, 
bur an Atheiſtical Abuſe pur upon the whole Deſign of his Inſtiru- 


Now upon this Suppolition, there are and muſt be in all King. 


doms and Commonwealths where Chriſtianity is entertained and pro. 


retted, rwo diſtinCt Jurifdiftions, ſoas that if one entrench upon or 
invade the other, it is an equal Violation of Chriſtianity ; for if the 
remporal Prince aſſume to himſelf the Exerciſe of that Power thart is 
peculiarly inveſted in the Officers of the Church, inſtead of govern- 


img the Church he deſtroys it: when every Church, as a Church, 


is capable of no other ' Government but what is purely ſpiritual, and 
delegated ro it by our Saviour's ſpecial Commillion, after the full 
Settlement of the Power of Princes. And the ſame Violation of 
Chriſtianity is it, if any. of the- Governors of the Church ſhould 


, challenge any ſuch Power by Virtue of our Savior's:Authority, for 


that were to turn a ſpiritual-into a temporal Kingdom. 
Now theſe two Powers being ſo plainly diſtin&t both in their Na- 
ture and Original, they muſt continue ſo notwithſtanding the Uni- 


on of Church and State into one Society. -For if the Prince take 


upon him the fole . Government of the Church as ſuch, he acts not 
only without but againſt our Savior's Commiſſioh, -who hath ap- 
propriated that Power to another Order of Men ; and it the Prieſt 
challenge- any remporal Juriſdidtion as derivd from. our Savior, he 
in effe& diſclaims him, in that he becomes our Savior purely by 
Virtue of his ſpiritual Power, and Supremacy over his Church ; and 
therefore to pretend to any other Power deriv'd from him as Head 


of it, is another way of turning Chriſt into Mahomer. 


But 


yo 3A mA oo ommo. . : 


[2 


But tho the Civil Magiſtrate have no ſhare of ſpiritual Authorj- 
ty, yet hath he a Sovereign Supremacy over the Eccleſiaſtical State 5 
otherwife he would abate of his Power by the coming of Chriſtia- 
nity into the World; which contradidts the firlt Principle of a Chri- 
ſtian Church, thar it makes no Alteration as to Civil Rights : bur 
then this Power over the Church is purely civil too, and relates 
only to the Ends of Peace and Government in this Life, and is the 
ſame that every Prince would have had, tho our Savior had never 
come into the World ; bur as for that which he hath peculiarly 
granted, as he hath granted no part of it to the Civil Magiſtrate, fo 
it is plain that he hath deſignedly ſerled it upon another Ocder of 
Men, and it is they alone that have any Right to exerciſe ir. But 
notwithſtanding this new Power, they are never the leſs Subjects 
than they were before; and therefore all Chriſtian Princes have the 
ſame Supremacy over all the Powers of the Church, as to the Ends 
of Civil Government, and as far as concerns the Afﬀairs of this Life, 
as they could have had if there were no ſuch Powers at all. 

The grand Difficulty in this Caſe is the Danger of Competition 
between theſe two Powers; for if they happen to-contradit cach 
other, as they roo often do, Which ſhall over-rule? If a Man obey 
his Prince contrary to the Preſcription of his ſpiritual Guide, he may 
endanger his Soul; if he obey the Biſhop, he diſobeys his Prince, 
and ſo deſeryedly forfeits his Neck to Juſtice. But this Difficulty, 
as big as it may appear, is clearly remov'd by this one Conſiderarti- 
on, That the Chriſtian Church, and all the Authority in it, is foun- 
ded upon the Croſs of Chriſt, and that not only claims no Power 
in this World, but obliges to an entire Submiſſion ro all the Powers 
of it ; ſo that no Oppoſition can lawfully be-made, even to the moſt 
unlawful Commands of Sovereign Princes, but all Chriſtians are ſtill 
bound to do as they did in the Primitive Times, to lay down their 
Lives with all manner of Meeknels, if their Governors, whether 
right or wrong, require it. This is the true and honeſt State of the 
Chriſtian Church, Thar every Chriſtian Man be faithfu} ro the Laws 
of his Religion, and if he ſuffer for ir he ſhall be compenſated for ir 
with thoſe Rewards that his Religion promiſes. So thar in all Caſes 
of Competition both Powers fo prevail, as to attain their reſpeCtive 
Ends. The Civil Power over-rules as to all EfteQs of this Life, and 


| being thus gently ſubmitted ro, ſecures the Peace and Quiet of this 


World, 
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Wotld, and that-'is'the End for which it was inſtifuted. And the 
ſpiritual Power attains its Effe& as to the World ro come, the Sal. 
vation of the Souls of Men by their conſcientious-Loyalty to their 
Religion; and thar 1s all that it aims at, or pretends to; and every 
Man that profeſſeth Chriſtianity, takes it up upon this Condition. So 
that all Reſiſtance to ſecular Powers upon prerence of Religion, is a 
direct Contradiftion to the Nature of the Chriſtian Faith, and ano- 
ther open Apoſtacy from'Chriſtianity co Mahumetaniſm : And that 
am afraid will prove a groſs Blemiſh upon the Church of Roxee, that 
it pretends to a Power not only equal, but ſuperior to Princes: ſo 
that the Popes, as the Vicars of Chriſt, may not only contend with 
them by force of Arms, but may in ſome Caſes depoſe them from 
rheir Thrones; which if truly conſider'd, is no leſs than rank Bla- 
ſphemy againſt our bleſſed Savior, by turning his pure Religion into 

an Artifice of ſecular Intereſt. | | 
But beſide this, this Point of Competition is to be chiefly deter- 
min'd by the Matter about which it is employ'd. It the Conteſt be 
about an Article of Faith, or any Fundamental Rule of Religion, and 
the Prince will interpoſe his Power, tho no Man is oblig'd to obey 
him, becauſe. it is certain he never was entruſted with any ſuch 
Power by our Saviour, yet is he to be ſubmitted to with all Meck- 
neſs, by virtue of the former Principle, that requires peaceable Sub- 
miſſion to Government from Chriſtians in all Caſes, for the quiet of 
the World. Burt if the Conteſt be abour a Ricual of Worſhip, or 
an emergent Rule of Diſcipline, about which the Governors of the 
Church have a Power in themſelves ro make Canons and new Pro- 
viſions, yet are they indiſpenſibly bound ro ſubmit rhe Exerciſe of 
it to their Prince, becauſe thar's the firſt Principle of Chriſtianity, as 
far as they can without Violence to the Laws of their Religion, to 
comport with Civil Government; ſo that tho this Power be ſeated F 
properly in the Church; yet out of that great ReſpeCtt and Dutythart | 
the Chriſtian L.aw requires to Princes, they are bound to make uſe of | 
dt with all Deference to ,Sovereign Authority ; eſpecially becauſe the | 
Church is accountable to it for its peaccable Behavior in the Com- 
monwealth, and therefore ought to give Security that it will neither 
diſturb the State, nor invade the Sovereign Prerogative upon this 
Pretence; which becauſe it is poſſible tor them ro do, and ſome have 
done, they are concern'd both in Duty and Modcſty to m_ all 
their 
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their Proceedings to his Judgment. And this, as far as I underſtand, 
is the true State of the Church of England, in the A& commonly 
called the Submiſſion of the Clergy, in which they do not alie- 
nate ar grant away their Power of making Canons, bur only for 
preventing all furure Jealouſies in the State againſt them, they 
give all the Aſſurance they can, that they will not preſume -to 
publiſh their Decrees without their Sovereign Lord's Conſent 
and Approbation. This ſhort Account is the true Srate of the 
Bounds of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion , and that being 
ſetled, the next thing to be conſidered, is to find out what was the 
true and original Settlement of the Chriſtian Church ; and by that 
we ſhall be able to inform our ſelves of the good or bad ſtate of 
any preſent Church, as it agrees, or diſagrees with it. 

Firſt then, there is no one thing more clear and evident in the 
Chriſtian Religion, than that our Saviour veſted the whole Apo- 
ſtolical Order with a Supremacy of Power over his Church, and 
that they in purſuance of this his Divine Inſtitution ordained Bi- 
ſhops to ſucceed them in their Supremacy of Power through all 
following Ages. | | 

That the Apoſtles were ſuperior to all other Officers in the 
Church, is out of queſtion, and granted on all hands ; and that 
the Biſhops Tucceeded them, is as unqueſtionable, from all the 
cleareſt Records of Antiquity 3 their Succeſſion, eſpecially in the 
moſt famous Churches, being derived by the moſt ancient Wri- 
ters from the Apoſtles themſelyes, and was as eaſily and certain- 
ly known to thofe Men that have tranſmitted it to us, as any 
learned Man may know the Succeſſion of the Archbiſhops of 
Canterbury, from the Reign of Queen Fliz. to this time. 

' But as this Power was at firſt given to the Apoſtles, fo was 
it equally divided among them ; ſo that every one exercis'd ſu- 
preme Power within the Bounds of his own Juriſdifti- 
on, and all together in the Catholick Church ; or as Epif. 52. 
S. Cyprian ſtates it, that as there was but one Church 
founded by Chriſt throughout all the World, but this Church 
was made up of ſeveral diſtin Members, ſo was there but one 
Epifcopacy, and that conſiſts in the Agreement and unanimous 
care of all Chriſttan Biſhops : So that the whole Body of the 
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Church was governed by the whole Body of the Apoſliles and 
their Succeſlors, bur the ſeveral parts of it were allotted to the 
Charge of ſingle Biſhops, who governed them with particular 
Care, but fo as to have regard to the Peace and Unity of the 
Whole. This is the only Notion that this wiſe and good Man 
(than whom there is not a more eminent Example for both upon 


Record) ſcems in all his Writings to have had of the Catholick 


Church. And as for the Apoſtles, who were the firſt Repreſen. 
tatives of it, I cannot find the leaſt Footſteps in all the holy Go- 
ſpels of any particular Prerogative granted to one above the reſt. 
It js true indeed that our Savior often addreſſes himſelf to S. Pe. 
ter in particular, bur then ir is evident, that this 1s done upon 
particular Occaſions, and as evident too, that all the great things 
that are occaſionally ſpoken of him, are in the Scripture aſcrib'd 
to all the other Apoſtles. Thus whereas Matth. xvi. our Savior 
gives him the Keys of Heaven, upon his confeſſing him ro be 
the Meſſias, He veſts all the Apoſtles with the ſame Power, and 
that with particular ſolemnity, Joby xx. 21. And whereas he ſtiles 
S. Peter the Rock, or Foundation, upon which he would build 
his Church, the fame Title is given to all the Apoſtles in other 
Scriptures, as Epheſ. ii..20. Built upon the Foundation of the Apo- 
ftles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner 
Stone. And Revel. xxi. 14, The Wall of the City had twelve Foun: 
dations upon which were the Names gf the tw:lve Apoſtles of the 
Lamb. And in all the Goſpels, unleſs when he applies himſelf 
particularly to S. Peter upon the Occaſion of his Zeal, and For. 
wardneſs in the Faith, our Savior inveſts them all with an equal 
Power, eſpecially when he gave them their grand Commiſiion 
to conyert all Nations, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20+» So that the Men 
of the Church of Rome ſtrein the Scriptures with too forc'd a 
Violence, when out of ſuch ſlight and accidental Occafions of 
our Savior's particular Speeches. to- S. Peter, they would ſettle 
ſuch great and high Privileges upon his Perſon, ſo as to. make 
him ſovereign Lord of all the other Apoſtles, and ſole Monarch 
of the Univerſal Church. This Foundation. is roo ſlight for the 
Weight of ſo great a Building, and fo big a Claim requires ſome- 


what a clearer Evidence of Title; and it our Sayior had inten. 
ded 
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C 11) 
ded any ſuch abſolute wragary ny to S. Peter, and made thar 
the Fundamental Principle of his Church, certainly he would 
have declarcd it a little more expreſly, and not have left ſo weigh- 
ty a Point to be merely ſurmis'd out of occaſional Diſcourſes, of 
which there are ſuch cafie and obvious Reaſons to be given, 
without bis ever. intending any ſuch deſign : So that in truth ro 
make ſo much Noiſe as the Romaniſts do about the perſonal Privi- 
leges of S. Peter, upon ſuch poor and ſlender Pretences, is at once 
ro impoſe upon the Wiſdom of God, as if he had laid the Foun- 


*  dations of his Church ſo ſlightly, and to affront the Underſtan- 


dings of Men, as if they thought them ſo weak as to be per- 
ſuaded to any thing by ſuch poor and precarious Aryuings, 

But yet however I will grant more than can with any decent 
modeſty be demanded from theſe Texts, and yieid that our Sa- 
vior deſigned ſome conſiderable* Precedency to S. Peter, above 
all the other Apoſtles. Yet what is this to that omnipotent 
Sovereignty that his Holinels challenges over the whole Chriſti- 
an Church, who takes upon himſelf not only the ſupreme, but 
almoſt the ſole Diſpoſal of it z whereas it is too well known, that 
S. Peter, after the Privileges granted to him, was commanded 
by an Order of the other Apoſtles, As viii. 14. which could 
never have been done, if his Power had been Monarchical over 
them all. Neither do we find him any where exerciſing any ſuch 
Sovereignty over them ; for tho by reaſon of his ready Faculty 
of Speech he was uſually the firſt Speaker, yet we do no where 
find, that he either challeng'd or practis'd any other Precedency. 
So that tho he was the firſt that delivered his Opinion in the 
Council of Feruſalem, yet it was S. James that determined and 
pronounced the Decree, in that he was Biſhop of the Place, as 


| iS undeniably evident from the moſt undoubted Records of An- 
| tiquity. Which yet he ought not to have done, if S. Perzer had 
been endued with the fame Superiority over all the reſt of the 
| Apoſtles, that the Biſhop of Rome challenges over all the other 
Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church. Bur nor to inſiſt upon theſe 


remote and obſcure Footſteps of S. Peter's Primacy in the: Scri- 
ptures, I will freely grant him out of the Holy Text it ſelf ſome 


conſiderable Precedency ; tho when I have done that too, what 
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is it to the Biſhop of Rowe, more than it is to the Biſhop of 4+. 
tzoch or Alexandria, or the Biſhops of ſeveral other Places, in 
which S. Peter firſt planted the Chriſtian Faith : fo that the Bi- 
| ſhops of all thoſe Places have as fair a Title to be S. Peter's 
Succeſlors as the Biſhop of Rome, And yer this preat point [ 
thall be ſo civil as to admit, and grant that the peculiar Right 
of Succeſſion to the Privileges of 8. Peter (if any ſuch there 
were) was appropriated to the See of Rome; but ſtill, Whar is 
this to thar univerſal Juriſdiction that is challenged by the Bj. 
ſhops of this See, as the ſupreme and infallible Governors of 
. the Catholick Church 2 For after all other Diſputes, *cis this that 
is the only dividing Point between us; 'tis this that is the only 
Fundamental Article of their Church; 'tis this for which they 
load us fo heavily with their honorable Titles of Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks. And ſo no doubt are we, if his Holineſs be veſted 
by Divine Right, with that univerſal Supremacy that he chal- 
lenges over the whole Chriſtian Church. In a word, if we take 
this one Controverſie away, I, for my part, know no other dit- 
ference between the Church of Exg/aud and the Church of Rome 
as to Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. But now if this one Point of 
the Supremacy of the Biſhop of Rome were the great Foundati- 
on of the Chriſtian Faith, (as it muſt be, it his pretences to it 
by divine Right are true) it is a very ſtrange thing that there 
ſhould not be ſo much as the ſhadow of any ſuch Authority in 
all rhe Records of the Primitive Church. Is it not very odd, that 
when ſo many Controverſies were ſtarted in the Chriſtian Church, 
both in the Apoſtles own time, and in the Apes next and imme- 
diately following, and that when Almighty God had appointed 
S. Peter and his Succeſſors in the Sce of Rome, the certain and 


undoubted Judges for ending all Controverſies, that yet none | 
of the Apoſtles or Primitive DoCors of the Chriſtian Church, | 


that labor'd ſo much againſt Schiſms, Herelies, and Diviſions, 
ſhould eyer fo much as think of or mention ſuch an effeCual nay 
infallible Remedy againſt them all? One Appeal to the Biſhop 
of Rome had put an End to all further Trouble, and certainly 
had God veſted him with that Power over the whole Chriſtian 


Church, they could never have been fo ſtupid, as never to _ 
taken 
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.ces among themſclves, as they ſhould judge moſt convenient for 
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taken any notice of it, And yet we find not the leaſt mention of 
it for many hundred years, after the fertlement of Chriſtianity in - 
the World. And perhaps the Biſhops of Rome themſelves had ne- 
ver thought of it, had it not been firſt put.into their Heads by the 
Biſhop of Conſtantinople, by whom ir was (as I ſhall ſhew in the 
ſequel of this Diſcourſe) firſt claimed. Some ſmall glimmerings 
indeed we meet with of ſome honorary Preeminence or Dignity 
allowed to the Church of Rowe upon the ſcore of its being the Im- 
perial City, and by reaſon of the ou reſort to it, of irs being one 
of the moſtcompetentW itneſſesof the trueTradition of Chriſtianity: 
But that ir ſhould have any Juriſdiftion over any other Churches 
out of its own Province, much more ſuch an univerſal power over 
all Churches in the World as is now challeng'd, is a Notion fo ut- 
terly ſtrange and unknown to all Antiquity, that the bare filence 
of it alone is an irrefragable demonſtration of the Novelty of the 
Pretence. Bur for the preater Evidence of this thing ( which 
indeed is the firſt point of Controverſie between us ) I ſhall make 
bold as briefly as I can, to give Your Royal Highneſs a true and 
impartial account of the State of the Chriſtian Church from rhe 
beginning : and then of the ſeveral and gradual Alterations that 
were by Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions made in it in afcer times : and 
laſtly how, and how late the Popes of Rome climb'd up to that 
infinite Authority, that they have for ſome Ages exerciſed, and 
ſtill claim over the Chriſtian Church. And when I have done all 
this, I may ſafely leave it to Your Royal Highneſfſes Princely 
Wiſdom to judge, what Obligation You can have in Conſcience to 
leave the Communion of the Britannick Church for that of Rowe. 
And in the firſt place, there is nothing more evident in all 
the Records of the Primitive Church, than that the Apoſtles and 
firſt Doors of the Chriſtian Faith modell'd the firſt Settlement 
of Churches according to the then preſent State and Diviſion of 
the Roman Empire. For though our bleſſed Saviour ſettled the 
Supreme Government of his Church upon his holy Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors, yet he no where preſcribed the bounds and li- 
mits of every Man's Juriſdiction, bur left it, as indeed the Nature 
of the thing required, ro Humane Prudence to divide the Provin- 


the 
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the Adyantage of tneir common Chriſtianity. And accordingly 
we find from the very beginning, that they formed the Juriſdi- 
tion of Churches, according to the Civil Judicatures of the Em- 
pire; common Prudence direCting them ſo to do, not only for the 
more ſpeedy Propagation of Chriſtianity by the reſort of all People 
to the Metropolis of the Province, which they therefore conſtiru: 
red the Mother Churclyof it, bur that whenever the Powers of the 


| World ſhould come in to own Chriſtianity, the better Corretpon- 


dence might be maintain'd between the States, Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal. Apd beſide this by making the Head City of every Province 
the Metropolis of the Church within that Province,upon which the 
inferior Cities depended as the Centre of Communion, they there- 
by admirably ſecur'd the Unity of the whole Body, while every Epit- 


copal Church exerciſed ordinary Juriſdiction within it (elf, but was 


bound, either in caſes of great Difficulty, or ſuch as concerned the 
common Chriſtianity, to have recourſe to the Mother-Church. 
And this was apparently, the Original of the Privilege and Pre: 
eminence of ſome Churches above others from the beginning; not 
that they ever pretended to any Sovereignty over them in their 
particular Juriſdictions, but only as the Centre of Eccleſiaſtical 
Unity, ſo as to decide Controverſies, whenever any inferior 
Church appealed to them for their Advice, or to ſummon Coun- 
cils, and preſide over them in all Debates that concerned common 
Chriſtianity. And that this Diſtribution of Provinces and Biſhop- 
ricks was ſetled by the Apoſtles, ſeems evident from their own 
Writings, who every where deſcribe th: bounds of Churches, ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution of the Empire. Thus Sr. Peter directs 
his Eprſtle to the ſeveral Churches of the Chriſtian Jews, with re- 
ſpe& to ſo many ſeveral Provinces, Pontus, Galat ia, Cappadocia, Aſza, 
and Bythinia, which as they were diſtin&t Provinces in the 
Civil Diviſion of the Empire, ſo were they from that time 
forward, fo many diſtint Provincial Sees, in the Communi- 
on of the Church. And nothing is more obvious in the Epi- 
{tles of Sr. Paul, than that whenever he makes mention of any 


Church, he either calls it by the name of the Province it ſelf, or 


the Metropolis or Head City of it. Andas this deſign of conform- 
ing the Eccleſiaſtical State ro the Civil, was firſt ſet on foot by the 
Apoſtles; ſo was it carefully proſecuted by their ns 
which 
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which we have an eminent Inſtance in the Apoſtolical Canons, 

(which though chey were not compiled by the Apoſtles rh-mſelves, 
yer they were by Apoſtolical Men, and ſuch as immediately fſuc- 
ceceded them) where it is decreed in the 34 Canon, Thar the Bi- 
ſhops of every Nation ſhould acknowledge their Primate or Me- 
tropolitan, and honor him as their Head, and do nothing of mo- 
ment in the Chriſtian Church wthour his conſent, nor he without 
theirs. Now that this was preſcribed by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
is evident in that, as this Canon was made a very ſhort time after 
their Deceaſe, ſo it isnot a new Law, but a Ratificartion of an old 
Cuſtom, as indeed moſt of the Apoſtolical Canons ſeem to be. 
This was apparently the Conſtitution-ot the Chriſtian Churches in 
all places ot the Empire tor the ficſt three hundred years, or the 
who's interval of time from our Saviour to Conſtantine, that as 
every City was governed by its own Biſhop, fo was every Pro- 


| vince by its own Metropolitan in his Synod of. Biſhops, of which 
| there are many Inſtances in the Records of the Church, though 


I ſhall mention bur one, as the moſt eminent of all, and thar is, 


| theſeveral Synods that were called about the Paſchal Controverſle, 
| not long after the time of the Apoſtles themſelves : which as it was 
| canvaſſed all the World over, ſo was it debated in ſo many Pro- 
| Vincial Synods in each whereof the Metropolitan. preſided ; in 
| Paleſtin, Theophilus Biſhop of Cezſarea 3 in Pontus, Palma Biſhop 
| of Armaſtris ; 1n the Proconſular A4fra, Policrates Biſhop of Ephe:- 
| ſus; in Italy, Vittor Biſhop of Rome; in France, Ireneyus Biſh 
| of Lyons 3 where every Synod judged for it ſelf, and made its own 


Op 


Decrees, only Vitor would have been meddling with the Church 
of Ara, though as far as appears from Records, not from any Au- 


[thority he pretended to over it, but out of an intemperate Zeal 


for his own Opinion. But in this he is quickly check'd by the 
ather Churches eſpecially that of France, though of the ſame Per- 
lwaſion with himſelf as to the matter of the Controverſie, as he 
would not break the Unity of the Chriſtian Church, which was: 


to be maigtained by no other means, than keeping up the Rights 
Þfevery part of it. And this they admirably preſerved by their. 


ommunicatory Letters between Church and Church, ſo as no 

ember of one Church might be admicrted ro Communion with 

other without his Eetters Teſtimonial, whereby it was ſo or 
OT | dered,, 
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dered, that whoſoever was Excommunicate out of a particula; 
Church, was ſhurour of the Church Catholick. Neither could 4 
Biſhop exerciſe any part of his Office in any other Diocele than his 
own, much leſs any other Province; and if he did, his own Me. 
tropolictan was obliged to throw him out of Communion, and all 
other not to take him in. And this was the occaſion of that ſixth 
famous Canon of the firft Council of Nice under Conſtantine the 
Great, that confirms tothe three great Churches of Rowe, ' Alex: 
audria, and Antioch, their ancicat Privileges and Preeminences, 
For though ſome learned Men borh within and without the Church 
of Rome have been pleafed to diſpute thar the Power here abetred 
in this Canon was Patriarchical, and not merely Metropolitical, yet 
that it was not Patriarchical is notoriouſly evident, 'becauſe 'there 
is not. the leaſt mention of any ſuch Office in all the Records of the 
Chriſtian Chutch before the Council of Calcedon, which was above 
an hundred years after that of Nzce, and yet this Niceze Canon on- 
ly confirms the old, and accuſtomed Rights of Churches. And 
that this power was Metropolitical, is manifeſt, becauſe ir was 
made. purely in purſuance of the fore-mentioned 34th Apoſtolical 
Canon, that requires the Subjection of all other interior Biſhops 
to their National or Provincial Biſhops. The occaſion of it wa 
this, That Me/ctius Biſhop of Nicapolis, within the Province of 
Alexandria, being depoſed by his Metropolitan in a Synod of Bi: 
ſhops, as for divers other Crimes, ſo particularly for Sacrificing top - 
Idols, notwithſtanding that takes upon him to Ordain new Bi 
ſhops himſelf,and ſo violates all the Preeminences of his Metrope 


4 

| 

[ 

[ 

n 

k 

lican, both by ſlighting his Cenſure, and invading his Power. Nor ® 

complaint hereot being brought ro the Council, they decree thit { 
the ancient Prerogarives of the Church of Alexandria over theit 

ferior Churches within its Province, ſhall be kept as inviolable sf - Ac 

thoſe of Rome, and the fame for Antzochia, and not only ſo in thokfj Pr 

great Sees, bur in all other Provinces whatlſocyer, for fo the C:|# So 

non cxpreſly runs, that not only at Azzzochia, bur that in all orhe 

£7 pytas Or Provinces their ancient Privileges ſhould be preſerved 

So that here is nothing peculiar to theſe three great Oities dettt 

mined, becauſe the JuriſdiCtions of all other Provinces that were 

force at that time, were as much ratified by the ſame Authority - 
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and that was only this, That whatever Superiority reater Church: 
es had by long Cuſtom enjoyed over leſs, fhould ſtand confirmed 


b for the time.to come. And accordingly we find it decreed in the 
ht ſecond Canon'of the ſecond general Council held at Conſtantinople 
all  asaclear Interpretation of the ſixth Canon of Nzce, that all Bi- 
th ſhops ſhould contain themſelves within the known Circuit of their 
he Juriſdiction, and not thruſt themſelves into other Diocelles, ' eſpe. 


cially that the Biſhop of Alexandria ſhould be confin'd within the 
= Dioceſe of Aigypt, and Antiochia wichin that of the Eaſt, and that 


wy che Churches of Aja, Pontas and Thracta, ſhould enjoy the antient 
red | Power of Government within themſelves, as well as thoſe that 


| had invaded their Right; this being the occaſion of the De- 
ors | cree of the Council, that Mzletius Biſhop of Antiochia, had made 
the # Gregory Nazienzeu Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and Peter Biſhop of 
ove ® Alexandria had done the lame for Maximus, whereas Conſtantinople 
wasin Thrace, that was a Dioceſe by it ſelf in the Civil Diviſion 
and # ofthe Empire, and therefore exempr from the Juriſdiftion of thoſe 
was ® great Prelates, having the ſame ſupreme and independent Power 
lica | within it ſelf, as they-had within their Provinces, as had alſo the 
hops leſſer Afia and Pontus, which that they might not be encroach'd 
was |) upon, or ſwdtlowed up by their Potent Neighbors, were here guar- 
« of dedand ſettled by the Decree of the Council in the Poſſeſſion of 
{Bi-M@ their ancient Rights, againſt all furure Invaſions. And the ſame 
| | Decree we find in the next general Council held at Epheſus, Ca- 
non the eighth, upon the like occaſion, the Biſhop of Antioch ta- 
rope: king upon him to Ordain in the Iſle of Cyprus, that was an head 
Province by it ſelf; This Uſurpation therefore the Council ſevere- 


ol | 
yo ner and forbids, and withal orders that no Metropolitan 
heir ſhould. challenge any further extent of Juriſdiction that he could 
Jle uv not prove by long and immemorial Preſcription, leſt under the 
tho} Pretence of their Prieſtly Office, they. ſhould introduce a ſecular 


| Sovercignty into the Church. 

Infinite are the Inſtances in tne Records of the Church of the 
Metropolitical Supremacy of Churches, but theſe that I have al- 
ready alledged are enough to ſhew the true. Primitive and Apoſlo- 
lical Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, which laſted rhe ſame 


erved 
dettt 
vere ll 


zoritfh Ven as to the bounds of FuriſdiCtion till the time of Conſtartivethe 
1 D Great, 


a new Model, gave occaſion tothe Church in'purſuance of its Pri- 
mitive Rule of conforming roche Civil Government, rs addtothe 
old Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy ; for the whote Empire being-divided 


into thirteen Dioceſſes, each Dioceſe containing many Provinces, 


in. all rothe number of 120, and every Province ſeveral inferior 
Cities, And therefore as every Ciry had its Judge for Civil Go. 
yernment, ſo had it. its Biſhop for Ecclefiaſtical, and every Province 
its Preſident, fo'its Metropolitan ; and every Dioceſe, which then 
contained ſeveral Provinces, its Lieutenant, fo its Primate. Which 
indeed was nothing elſe, but raifing up a ſuperior Order of Me- 
tropolitans in conformity tothe new Mode] of Civil Government ; 
and therefore was at ficſt nothing elſe but an honorary Tirle that 
gave them Preczdency to the Metropolitans, bat not Furifdiction 
over them. For the very firſt time that we meet with any men- 
tion of any ſuch Order in the Church is in the fecond Canon of the 
ſecond general Council held' at Conftantingple under Theodofins the 
Great, whereat the fame time thar ir inſtitutes this new kind of 
* Dignity, it ſecures the old Juriſdiction of Metropolitans. * So that 


notwithſtanding this new Order was brought over their heads in 


conformity to the Empire, yet was every Metropolitan Church to 
be governed by it ſelf, and its own Synod, inthe ſame manner as 
it was accuſtomed of old, and was confirmed by the decree of the 
Council of Nice. Which Council pofitively afferts the Suprema- 


ty of Power, to every Metropolitan within his own Province, | 


And therefore all the Preeminence of this new Order of Men above 
them could conſiſt in nothing but Tice and Dignity. And it is 
ſufficiently known" toall that know any thing of the ancient Re- 
cords of the Church that they had their Tpeofeae ws mis their 


Precminences of Reſpet,and wpeofda ms voias, their Preeminen- | 
ces of Power and Authority. And it was uſual upon particular | 


occaſions to give.the former without conferring the latter, as the 
reat Council of Nice gave to the Church of Feruſalem, Metropo- 
tical Honor, becauſe it was the Mother of all Churches; with- 
out giving it any Metropolitical Juriſdiction, for that was reſer- 
ved entirely for the Biſhop of Cefarea, which after the DeſtruCtion 
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Great, But the cafting the Civit Government of the Empire into: / 


of Jeruſalem had been made the Civil Metropolis of Paleſtin by the |... 


tioch, and Jeruſalemz and they were ma 
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Emperor. Yeſpafian, ſo this preſent Council of Conſtautinople, of 


which we are ſpeaking in the Canon next following that we laſt 
mentioned, gives the TIpgofaie mis mwne, the Preeminenties of Ho- 
nor. ol to the Biſhop of Rome, . to the Biſhop of Conſtaxtinople, 
\becau Conſtantinople was new Rome, and yet gives it horhing of 
'Merropolitical Power, becauſe it expreſly confirms the' old Rights 
of rhe three Metropolitans of 4fra, Pontus, and Thrace, to which 
ic belonged, in the Canon immediately foregoing. In ſhort, all the 
Privileges of the ancient Metropolitans were dwided into two ſorts, 
thoſe of Honour and thoſe of Power; the former the Fathers 
of this Council gave to the Biſhop of Conſtantinople out of Com- 
plement to the new Imperial City, but neither could nor would 
give any thing of the lJatrer'; becauſe that was rot to be done 
Without violating and alienating the real Rights and Priviledges 
-ofother Men, Burt yet however, when orice they had'gor an high- 
er Title, it cafily made way ro advance themſelves to an higher 
Power, inſomuch that in a ſhort time aſter he ſwallow'd up all 
the three Metropolitans of Thrace, Pontus, and 4fia, into his own 
Juriſdiction. ER Lars ALT REy ns 
d now this. ſuperior Order of Primates tro Metr6policatis, 
| being thus ſet up by Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, -it in'' lictle 
"time made way for the Patriatchical Dignity ; the Title where- 


"2 


| "of was at firſt borrowed from the wandring Jews of thoſe times, 


who wherever they ſertled in any confiderable' Number, / after 


"their diſperſion from Jeruſalem, choſe a' ſupreme Governour, 


whom they ſtil'd their Patriarch; but abour the fourth Centu- 
, or ſomewhat after, 'this Title and Authority was taken from 
the Jews, and applyed to the new ſupra-Metropolitan Biſhops, 


that it ſeemis as yet had 6btain'd' no peculiar Name in the Chri- 
tian Church. Thus Socrates, the Hiſtorian of the Church at 
that time, reckons up Nefarius of Conſtantinople,  Heladius of 


Pontas, Gregory of Nyſſa, Ottreius of Melitina, Amphilochius of 


Teonjum, Optimus of the Pifidian Antioch, Timotheus of Alexan- 


Pelagits of Laidicea, Diodorws of Tarſus, and many more. 
Ths7in' a lictle time the' Title came to be appropriated tothe 
five moſt eminent Sees, Rozve, i rg Alexandris, An- 

ſuperior, not only 
D 2 in 
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#n-Title, but in Juriſdiction to- all Metropolitans within their 
Dioceſs, becauſe ir ſeems, thoſe. Cities bein 'the five chief Ci- 
Ties. in the World, had their Claims, to. higher Dignity in the 
civil Government than all others. . Rome, the. Seat of the' Em. 
Pire; Alexandria, the head City of Africk, and Seat of the Great 
Ptolomys ; Antiochia, Queen ot the Eaſt, and Seat of the Great 
Seleucas' and his Succeſſorsz Jeruſalem, the Mother City of all 
Chriſtian h urches, ; ' and Conſtantinople, the new Reome of the 
Empire, that had at that time oyer-topt o'd Rome in Greatneſs 
and Authority. Now the Rights that were peculiar to theſe Pa- 
triarchs 4bove Metropolitans, were theſe, | : 

Firſt, that wherever they preſided, they had many Metropo- 
litans under their Juriſdiction. | 

Secondly, that they . only had right ro ordain the Metropo- 
litans within their own Patriarchate, as Metropolitans had Bi: 
ſhop3 within their own Province. Er 
\ - Thirdly, that as Metropolirans had power to call the Biſhops 

of their Province to Synods, fo had Patriarchs to call their Me- 
- tropalitans. © _ . WP ES... Lia: 
Fourthly, that. they were the ſupreme Judicature within their 
. own Patriarchates, no-farther appeal being to be made from a 
Patriarch. p = 7 SES RI 
. .And-' thus was the Church for; a long time govern'd, evety 
| Patriarch! enjoying ſupreme Power. within his own Precind, 
and 'no farther; inſomuch that the Rule was adopted into the 
imperial Law, - 4 Patriarcha now datur Appellatio 3 No Appeal 
ſrom a Patriarch; and yet that alone is a plain Bar to the Sv 


. premacy of the: Pope, or any othes, over. the whole Chriſtian þ 


7. © *3 


Church; -- | Karate 


- But then, as for the Bounds of Juriſdiction, chey Mill fol »k 
- Jow'd the Diviſion. of the State; and there it fo happend, tha} 


- the Biſhop of Rome, tho for the ſake of the, old imperial City, 


the ' narroweſt Juriſditions. of all-, his Patriarchate *. 


- he. had Precedency #n Honor above all. the reſt,  h $ : - fe 


ing, at the fartheſt, . nor beyond /raly and. the adjacent Tiinds; 


tho according to, the. true account, it 'was not at firſt. abon* 
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half ſo great, /raly. being divided into two Parts under two Go 
W Vernou 
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'yernours, ohe reſiding at Rome, | who goyerned the Suburbica- 


rian Provinces, ;ſo call'd, becauſe of their lying neareſt- ro the 


City; the other at Milgin, who govern'd the, more remote Parts, 


'Knd after the ſame manner" Was the Govertimeiit of the Church 
divided 'into the Roman Diocels, that was fubjeCt tothe Biſhops 
of Rome ; and the Tralic Dioceſs, of which Milain was the Head ; - 
over which we do not. find; chat the 'Biſhop of, Rome, in anti- 
rerended any Patriarchical Supremacy ; nay,” on 


| .. that it ſhould be known to the Chriſtian World: So that here- 
after, all their Brags of Univerſal Paſtorſhip, when they come 
. to make it- out, their Manuſcripts ſtill fail them. ..Carolus 2 
\ Sando Paulo hath taken moſt Pains of any in this Argument, 
.,and hath done well enough in other Parts; but when he comes 
40 the Church of. Rome, there his Manuſcript is ſo worn out 
..and defeRive, that it was not worth publiſhing. 
.;-... Now doth nor this look oddly, that their Books ſhould fail 
them thus, only in their own Cauſe; and dorh ir nor rather 
- give ſuſpicion, that themſelves are roo well aware, that they 


would 


$ 
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would:do them no. real kindneſs. © Wee it 1s a Very pre 
ſerous thing, for a Man to pretend to a Title to a oral Bite 
by victug of ſome antient. Ng, and. yet when. he comes t 
try his Ticle, ſhould. only,plead, thar indeed ſuch Writings there 
once were, but that they are gh that ey are't 
legible. And yet, this is the very Caſe of the Chitrth 'of Ray; 
here. All Chriſtendom, ar. leaſt the Weltern Empire, ' ought t 
be ſubje& ro him as their Patriarch, Why ſo? Becauſe'he eyy 
was.ſo. How, doth that appear? By the ancient Noziriz' of | 
Church. Produce them, So_we. can for all the other Parrizr. 
chates, but thoſe that concern'the Church' of Rome are unhap. 
pily loſt, Are they ſo? Then you have loſt the Evidence of 
your Title, and for ought you do, or can know, never had any, 
Bur inſtead of. this ſhifting and prevaricating that' we mer 
with in the Writers of the Church of Rome, there is nor long 
ſince publiſh'd by a very learned and a very honeſt 
Gentleman of our own Church and Nation, an ac. M* Beveriqe 
.curate Deſcription of all the Patriarchates, our of an ancien 
and authentic Manuſcript, which feckons to the”*Parriarchate 
Rome, only 7taly and the [adjacent Iflands ; but nor a ſyllable 
of Spain or Germany, or Gaul, or England, or any other of the 
large Territories in Europez which, it they had belonged to thi 
Patriarchate at that time, could neyer have been omitred in thi 
.exa&t Catalogue, that hath ſo carefully ſer down every pety 
City in Jtaly. .__ an EEE LY. J 
In this poſture ſtood the Government of the Church for. ms 
ny Years, without any conſiderable Alteration : For tho fone 
.of the Biſhops of Rowe would have been uſurping upon th 
Churches of Africa, by pretending, to a Right of Appeals fronſſ % 
them, rhey., were repulſed with great Shame and Diſhonou of, 
And:were it not that I am unwilling co trouble Your 'Highnelſj'**] 
with any more Diſputes, than what concerns our own Churdſ|Silk 
with the Church of Rowe, - there. is nothing more eafie than't 
ſhew, that this Controyerſie with the 4frit4» Churches is a w 
rorious Inſtance of both the Frauds of the Roman Church, an U 
of other Churches abhotrring his remoteſt aim at ariy Supremſ®® 
cy. 'But tho he miſſed his deſign ar thar time, 'his Succeſſog H 
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qere ever afrer- watchful of all orher 
Fl And - aye i ratoby; ny, ;oppoſranitics to compaſs 
PULL +." e firſt was t Soft O nave two ver [ | 
Fg and Weſt, from; whe he. fatal Diviſion of the E; y lucky 
viſe. and pious, fo | hence S, Gregory Nazienze en bh 
IT to and accor ingly, ary mack Hey! fatal Diviſion bs ME Norte 
ev Igdy; of it was divided into Eaf it came to paſs, that. the o vb 
f tt 20S my the Diviſion. wa ſ and Weſt, as well as Pa =” 
(ride: calgunies of the Emperor x WIck'y heightned by the rio nar 
i | ape one Gonernmete, ns repair 19 Coun conn Biſhops 
: other : And th , . to repgir to Councils c (#OT 
Minds ; ſo that they TT wore time grew Bar nana under 
me ſhop of the Eaſt repair Fi their Councils apart, and if 10ns of 
long the contrary, He was looked Synod of the Weſt alt) 'H ow. 
2 Church, - And chis was oe upon. As. i" rave” of Y, 0 for 
| ide, | the Church of Rome in eſe occaſion of the Sfrere : Ns own 
To's tu ON, five ned men tnrs Parts; Ban -nnqpr in 
it'd | (61s Empire. For having. n end to go along witl = 
&« lo mu | aving no Com fi 1} itn the We- 
the ff it. was no 6 0 OE of Pow in the Wet _Pupremacy , 
ohh fower that ic pleaſed energy ir ſelf to an nl Church, 
n thi Chyrches were forward X enge, wg roam” Alley. rhe Wen of 
Fr nd 
$04. O onſlantinople; whi 'n, Patriarchate, i : 
, otner * mPporors, ſt : 
rmain'd was = w/c eghs ſo that all Batu ond. d all 
WO Century, Fagofemt, Coten gs Ti may _ 
'" auritius the Emper op.O Conſtantinople &-{& obtaj in 
very Tithe was « nperor, the Title of Univetfal Bi obtained 
af bilhop of Row quickly and vehementl fal Biſhop, which 
| LF) ; y © os'd 
'0 WE \ Bur Mauritins ode - Antichriſtizn hehe rt > 
WorePynop of Conltantinogle courdefed by Plecas, and £ ins 
goitayor,. for declaring a , being. fallen under, the new to acus 
F oy of Rome ſeizes hat 5 ur his execrable Murder 'l he Bj 
:eſſoe$® all his Wickednefs; for whi unity to flatter and careſs hi 4 
weelitle of Uni 1; for which Civilit nd careſs him. 
Jaiverial Biſhop, and ſertles Rd bred pr rakes the 
ES ee of Rome. 
And-. 
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And when once they. had obtained the 'Title, they refolv'd ty 
make it good, by gaining the Power too. Tho by what de. 
grees they encroach'd upon other Chutches, ' ir is, nor At all to 


my purpoſe here to repreſent, it is enough'to have "thewn the 


late Original of the Title, which was never given them till a. 
bove 600 Years after our Saviour. Son 

This then being the true and real ſtate of all the Chriſtiah 
Church, the Concluſion plainly makes ir (elf, as ro any Emp 


Chriſtian's Obligation to communicate with the Church of Zap. 


land or the Church of Rome. For as it is the.indifpenſible Dy. 
ty of every Man to joyn in viſible Communion with the Society 
of the Church, ſo is the firſt viſible Society of the Church fe, 
tled in the Communjon of the Biſhop of the. Dioceſs. | And 
thence evident it is, that the firſt Duty of every Chriſtian, x; 
ro external Communion with the Church, is ro joyn in Com- 
munion with the Biſhop of . the Place where he lives. For it 
our Saviour ſetled the Government of the Churchcin. the Apo. 
ſtles, and if the Epiſcopal Order ſucceeded them in" their Offite, 
then hath every Biſhop Apoſtolical Authority. And thien' is'eve. 
ry Chriſtian Man bound to ſubmit to his Biſhop, as to an Apo. 
ſtle, from whence the Biſhop derives the Succeſſion of his Or- 
der and Authority. So that che Epiſcopal Society is the firſ 
vidble Communiano; of the Chriſtian Church, and.a Man be- 
comes a Member of the Church-Catholic, by joyning in viſible 
Communion with the Church-Epilſcopal 3 for ir is impoſlible to 
be a Member of the Univerſal Church, without being firſt a 
Member of ſome particular Church, both becauſe the Univer. 
{al Church is made up of the Combination of particular Churches, 
and becauſe there is no way of Communicating in the Offices 
of Religion, but under ſome limited Societies. The Biſhop then 
in every Dioceſs is, 'as Succgſlor in the Apoſtolical Office, Head 
of the Communion within his own Dioceſs, and for that Reaſon, 
the ordinary Judge and Guide to all Chriſtians within his Ju- 
rifdiction. So falſe is that Calumny, of which the Rominiſts 
pretend to make ſo much Advantage againſt the Conſtirution 
of the Church of Eng/and, that She doth not fo much as pre 
| tend to any living Judge of Faith : For what Judge' She owns, 
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as tothe Catholic Church, T may ſhew in its proper place. But 
as for every particular Chriſtian, She commits him to the Care 
of his Biſhop, as his ordinary Guide and Governour in the things 
that concern hjs Salvation. | 

Now if this be the ſetied Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, 
as it was from the beginning, I cannot underſtand how any Chri- 
ſtian can leave the Communion of his own Biſhop, ro commus- 
nicate with any other, without. being guilty of Schiſm againſt the 
Church that he lives in, | 

For tho he may adviſe with any other Biſhop about the Wel- 
fare of his Soul, and follow his Advice as a Friend ; yet by the 
original Conſtitution of the Church, none but his own Biſhop 
can have any authoritative Commiſſion for his Guidance and In- 
ſtruction, So eafie is the Anſwer ro that ſolemn Queſtion, 
Who is the living Judge and Guide of your Faith 2 For if it be 
put to a private Chriſtian, it is plain, that from the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Catholic Church, as it was fetled by the Apoſtles, 
that it is the Biſhop under whom he lives, tro whom God hath 
committed the ordinary means of the Salvation of his Flock, 
and promiſed to be aſſiſtant to him and the Succeſſors in his 
Office to the end of the World. | 
. This is the firſt viſible Sociery or Communion of a Chriſtian 
Church, and was evidently laid and deſign'd by our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour in his Inſtitution of the Epiſcopal Office. The next is 
founded upon Apoſtolical Preſcription, and that is the Aſſocia» 
tion of the Biſhops of a Province with their Metropolitan; for 
in the Plantation of Churches, as they cut out the Communion 
of Chriſtians into particular Biſhopricks, ſo they. again uniced 
the ſeveral Biſhopricks of every Nation into one Communion 
under one Head ; who as he is ſuperior to every ſingle Biſhop 
within his Reſort ; ſo is he in his Synod of Biſhops Supreme Judge 
of all Controverſies within the. Province. Theſe Provincial Af 
{mblics, I have ſhewn, were the higheſt Power of the Primitive 
Church in all Places ; neither indeed (ſetting aſide the Promiſe 
of divine Aſſiſtance to them) is there need of any further Ap- 
peal upon humane accounts; for the Controverſives in Chriſtia- 
nity/ are not ſo monſtrouſly difficult, but that a competent Num- 
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ber of grave and ſober Men,. may .determine well cnough, with. 
out calling together all the wiſe Men in the World ; and if T'wen- 
ty are not ſufficient to decide any Controverſie, I know not what 
Number is. And as this was the ſtanding ordinary Juriſdi- 
Ction in the firſt Ages of the Church, ſo the Chriſtians of thoſe 
Times ſuppos'd the means of Salvation ſufficiently fecur'd in ſuch 
Hands, and certainly, that which was ſufficient to them, is ſo 
to us. 

And as this was the higheſt Government in the Church for 


the firſt rhree Hundred Years, ſo thoſe more diffuſive Ailem- 


blies, that were afterward ſummon'd, and that we call general 
Councils, were really of the ſame nature; for as a Provincial 
Aſſembly was national, ſo were theſe Imperial, and therefore ſub. 
je& bur co one civil Government. So that as the Empire was 
indeed but one preat Kingdom, ſo. was the Church in ir but one 
great Province, they being both under the ſame extent of Go- 
vernment. And this is the true Uſe of Councils, whether greater 
or leſs, by the Decree of the Repreſentatives of Churches to, bind 
thoſe Churches that they repreſent. And that is but a reaſon- 
able thing in. all Societies, that they ſhould be determin'd by 
their Governours, eſpecially when they are ſet over them by the 


appointment of God himlclf, Neither is it fo. very materia], 


how large Councils are, as to thcir Obligationz for whether 
they be greater or leſs, rhey equally bind all that are involv'd 
within the, compaſs of their Authority. And: tho there may be 
greater Preſumption in. the Decrces of the greater Councils, yet 
are they for the moſt. part, meetings rather of Grandeur than 
Neceflity, bur, eſpecially choſe that we call General Councils, are 
now. ſo, difficult to. be ſummon'd, that they are become. almoſt 
tmprafticable. Whilſt indeed the Rowan Empire ſtood entire, it 
was not ſo hard to convene them, yet even then. was it a. Buſt- 
neſs of: ſo. much Time and. Charges as. made it roo burthenſcm. 
ro. be born, by any. thing leſs. than the Roman Greatneſs, and-that. 
tQo.in very. rare and exrraordinary Caſes. 

But ifſo, ir could: never then. be intended:for-the ſtanding and 
perpetual: Government of the Chriſtian Church, But now that 
Chriſtendom is divided: into ſo many civil Governments, = mo 
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Ficulties are ſo great and ſo many, tlirough the various Intereſts 
of Princes, cither to promote or hinder ir, as to render it next to 
impoſſible. Tho it it could be fairly had, the Church of E»- 
land would not refuſe her Concurrence in it, both as being af- 
ſured of the Goodneſs of her Cauſe, in that ſhe owns no other 
Rule of her Reformation, but the PraGtice of the Primitive and 
Apoſtolick Church, and as well knowing that the greateſt part 
of the Church of Rozze, would as willingly rid themſelves of thoſe 
Abules that have been put upon them by the Court of Rome, as 
we have done. And this the Spaniſh and French Biſhops had 
carried through, even in that pack'd Council of 7rent, had not 
the Pope pourcd in a number of Titular Italian Biſhops to over- 
vote them. But ir is none of my preſent Buſineſs to rake into 
the Faults of the Church of Rome; 'tis enough to my purpole to 
vindicate the Communion of the Church of Eg/and. Granting 
therefore the Church of Rowe to be .a pure and uncorrupted 
Church, yer becauſe it is a Foreign Church, no Man can be un- 
der any Obligation, to leave the Communion of his own to joyn 
with that. | 
In this one point I fix the State of this whole Addreſs, and 
ſay nothing at preſent to perſuade any Perſon that lives within 
the Communion of the Church of Rowe, to forſake that ; my 
only Concernment is with the Members of the Church of Ex- 
land, to keep them to their own Church, according to the Rule 
trom the Beginning, If it be obje&ed, That the Church of E-- 
gland be a narrow Thing in compariſon of the Catholick Church ; 
1 anſwer, That the Church of Exg/and doth not pretend tg be 
the Church Catholick, but only a Member of ir; and in that 
Station it is as large a Church as any werein the Primitive Times. 
Neither then did the Communion of the Catholick Church conſiſt 
in an Union of all Churches, under one Head, but in brotherly 
Love and Correſpondence with one another : and for that the 
Church of Erg/and is ready to dffer it to the Church of Rome, 
or any other, upon the old Condition, that they will give her 
leave to admoniſh them of their Faults and Miſcarriages, as 
Churches did one another of old. Bur this is a Civility that the 
Church of Rome is too proud to accept of; it mult be all Church- 
E 2 CS, 
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es, Or it will be none at all. It allows no Equals in Communion, 
and condeſcends to no Treaty but upon Terms of abſolute $yh. 
jection : neither is it content to enſlave all its Neighbors to its 
own imperious Decrees, unleſs they be ſubmitted to as the infal. 
lible Difates of God himſelf. Now this feems too much for 
Men to ſwallow that have any ſenſe or care of their Salvation : 
for by this means the whole Faith of Chri/fendom ſhall be left en- 
tirely at the Diſpoſal of one ſingle Perſon, and the Pope alone 
ſhall be the whole Catholick Church. This I ſay ſeems too much 
to venture upon one ſingle Security , eſpecially unleſs it were 
confirmed by ſome clearer Commiſſion than thoſe remote and oh. 
ſcure Texts of Scripture that are alledg'd for the Papal Supremacy. 
But to return from the Pope to the Church ; As the firſt Con. 
ſtiturion of Churches was conform'd to the civil Government, 
fo indeed no other is prafticable. For upon that 'Suppoſicion, 
that Chriſtianity makes no Abatement as to the civil Rights of 
Men, eſpecially of Princes; provincial Churches cannot be juſtly 
extended beyond the Dominion of the State ; becaule in that caſe 
if Metropolitans or Patriarchs have power to call their Subjet- 
Biſhops to Councils, the King's SubjeAs may be ſummoned out 
of his Dominions without his leave, which is not only ro di. 
miniſh, but to deftroy his Power over his own Subjects ; for 
when they are our of his Dominions they are none ot his. So thar 

the very State of Chriſtianity naturally implies, as it would not 
be inconſiſtent with it ſelf, the Conformity of the Church to the 

State in its bounds of Juriſdiction. And this is the true mcan- 

ing of that known Saying of one of the Fathers, That the Charch 

is if the Commonwealth, and not the Commonwealth in the Church ;, 
for the Civil Government being firſt conſticuted, and the Church 
being afterwards raken into it, it muſt for that Reaſon keep ir. 
ſelf within it, otherwiſe it breaks down its old Bounds of Sertle- 
ment, Bur beſide that the Nature of Government confines every 

Church within the Prince's Dominions in which it is; ſo it is. 

highly convenient, if not abſolutely neceſſary, to the due and. 

effeual Exerciſe of Diſcipline, that the Society of the Church 
be confined within ſome moderate Circuit of Goverament : for. 
great Goyernments are ſlow and unweildy in their Motions; the 

very 
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yery diſtance of Place makes all Proceedings uncafie, and Deter- 
minations difficult 3 and of this our Nation was ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible, when all Eccleſiaſtical Appeals were carried to Rome ; the 
Fourney was tedious and chargable ; and by reaſon of the diſtance 
of Witneſſes, and other Inconveniences, Proceedings infinitely 
dilatory, I might fay endleſs, Cauſes depending there from Age 
ro Ape-: this is too notorious, from the ſad and open Complaints 
of thoſe Times ; and I my ſelf enjoy a ſmall Office in this Church, 
wherein my Predeceſſors had a Suit for a Privilege belonging to it, 
hanging in the Court of Rome for ſome hundreds of Years, till 
the very time of the Diſſolution of the Pope's Power. 

Theſe are intolerable Grievances to Mankind, and heavier Bur- 
thens than were ever impofed upon them by the molt barbarous 
civil Government. If therefore his Holineſs will challenge a Supre- 
macy over all Chriſtian Churches, let him not exerciſe his Juriſ- 
diction in ordinary Cauſes, that is contrary to all the Canons of 
the Church and Quier of the World. We will not contend with 
him abour his Patriarchical Preheminence, if that would give him 
Satisfattion, tho we know he hath not the leaſt pretence of any 
claim to it over us. But when under that Pretext he takes to 
himſelf the Office of Univerſal Biſhop, that is, to be all che Bi- 
ſhops of Chriſtendom, cis that exorbirant Ulurpation that is not 
our Complaint alone, but the univerſal Complaint of Chriſten+ 
dom ir ſelf. And therefore if he would keep within his Partri. 
archical Bounds and Privileges, which yet he enjoys not by divine 
Right but humane Inſtitution, we would give him all that Refpect 
and Reverence that is due to the Primacy of his See. Burt if in- 
ſtead of Brotherly Communion with us, nothing leſs will ferve | 
his Turn than abſolure Dominion over us, and it Submiſſion to 
that muſt be made our only Title ro the Catholick Church, as 
it we had no Right to Chriſtianity but by SubjeCtion to the Bi- _ 
thop of Rome : theſe cannot but ſeem too hard Terms of Cone: 
munion ; or'if they are nor, it is enough that they are unwar- 
fantable; or if they are not ſo, it is enough that they are not 
neceſſary. And thar they are not, is evident from the Premi- 
ſes, where I have demonſtrated , that the firſt Dury of every 
Chriſtian, as a Member of the Chriſtian Church, is rojoyn Com- 
munion. 
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-munion with his own Biſhop, as the firſt Poſitical Society of x 
Church. And that the next is a Combination of all the Biſhopg 
within one civil Government under one Metropolitan. That 
this Polity was fet on foot by the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
every where put in praQtice in the Primitive Church ; that the 
Eccleſiaſtical Province cannot extend beyond the Precincts of the 
Civil withour infringing the Authority of Sovereign Princes, and 
therefore, that no foreign Prelate can have or exercife any Fc. 
clefiaſtical Power over his Majeſty's SubjeQts, becauſe that would 
give them Power to command them out of his Dominions : $9 
lainly doth the Nature of Civil Government ſet Bounds to Fe. 
clcfiaſtical Societies ; which one thing, if duely confider'd, muſt 
cut off all Claims of Papal Supremacy over this Church, becauſe, 
by virtue of it he would have ſuch a kind of Power over His 
Majeſty's SubjeQts, as the Chriſtian Religion doth by no means al. 
low any its Officers. And as this was the Sertlement of National 
Churches from the beginning of Chriſtianity, ſo is it the preſem 
Conſtitution of the Church of Eng/and, that is or would be go- 
vern'd by its Metropolitan in his Synod of Biſhops ſubject ro one 
Civil Government. | 
And as this is all the Political Society that a Chriſtian Church 
is capable of, ſo all the Communion that it can have with oth 
Churches, conſiſts in brotherly Love and mutual Correſpondence, 
And this way was the Chriſtian Church, in the firſt Ages of it, 
preſery'd in competent Peace and Unity. And whatever other 
Power was afterward ereCtcd in the Church, was founded upon 
humane Inſtitution, and therefore is alterable in ir ſelf, ar leaſt 
not neceſſary to the Being of a Chriſtian Church. Of this nx 
ture were the ſeveral Patriarchates ; ſo that whatever Power the 
Biſhop of Rome can challenge by virtue of his Patriarchical Dig: 
nity, is of an humane Original, and ſo not neceſſary to the Con- 
Rirution of a Chriſtian Church. | 
Nay, tho he once had ſuch a Power, yet upon the Diſſoluti- 
-on of that Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Government that gave it him, 
it ceaſes with it. For it was granted him by the Emperors, and 
Imperial Councils, and ſo extended only to the Subjects of the 
Empire ; for they could not give him any Power in other Princes 
Domi. 
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Dominions. The Empire therefore being broken into many 1n- 
dependent Kingdoms, the Patriarchate diſfolves with it, becaulc. 
otherwiſe a Foreigner would have an Authority in all Princes Do- 
minions to.the Prejudice of the Sovereign Power, which is the firſt 
thing that Chriſtianity diſclaims, ms rherefore is principally in- 
conſiſtent with it. But however if the Pope have his old Parriar- 
chical Power ſtill, he had it not of old over us, and therefore can- 
not have it now, and though he have, yer it is bur of Humane 
Inſtitution. And then we are a true Church without it, and it 
wearc, then can no Man be obliged in Conſcience to forſake the 
Communion of this Church, that is ferled as all other Churches 
were by the Apoſtles, tojoin with, one another, only for the ſake 
of ſome alreration made in it by Humane Anthority. 

And thus having truly and impartially laid before Your Royal 
Highneſs the State of the Chriſtian Church, eſpecially as to the 
prime Controverſie between the Church. of Erg/and and the 
Church of Rowe concerning the, Guide of Faith, I have fo- great 
confidence in the Power of Fruth, over an upright and. gene-- 
tous 'Mind, as to flatter my felt with: fome; Hopes of ſettling 
Your Royal Highneſſes Conſcience in the Communion: of this- 
truly ancient and Apoſtolical Church, Nay, I hope not only 
to ſee You a Zealous Son, but an eminent Patron of the-beſt, 
but moſt abuſed Church in the Chriſtian, World,; fo as to be the 
principal, Author of reſcuing her from thoſe horrid Indignities 
ind Qppreſſions that: the daily ſuffers from the: Barbarity of po» 
pular Atheiſm and Profaneneſs. | 

But whatever the Succets of this ſmall, -Endeayor may prove, 
it is nor a little SarisfaCtion' thar F reap, from having done my 
Duty ro Your Royal Highneſs and mine own Conſcicnce. For - 
lthave noother: defipr than to promote the Salvation of Your 
Soul and my own. Bur though Iam fo fully conſcious to my elit 
of mine:awn laregrity, yer whenlT retle& upon what I have done, 
[ bluſh and am confounded in my felf at the Preſumprion of 
obtruding my crude Thoughts upon the Wildom of a Mighty 
Prince, and therefore had uttcrly ſtifled them after they were 
finiſhed, had nor the great: Fame af Your Highneſles Princely' 
Candor emboldned me to preſent them, as being at leaſt ſecure 
of a gracious Pardon to a well-meant Prelumption. | 


c 32 SY 1 
T intetided,- when T had ſhewn the No-Neceſlity of Con am 
nion with the Church of- Rome upon his -own Terms, beck 
its Pretences are a manifeſt Uſurpation upon the-Chriſtian Chure 
in thenext place to have- repreſented the groſs Abuſe that his Hi 
lineſs .puts upon Chriſtianity, by pretending ſome way or oth 
dire&ly or indireQly, to a temporal Power over Sovercign| rit 
ccs; whereas to pretend to it, by virtue of any Power deriy 
from our Saviour, -only over SubjeCts, is 'no leſs than Blaſphy 
my againſt him-; but over Princes, it adds to' that Rebellon. ( 
that ow many: Netes ſoever there may be of a true Churd 
this is an infallible Note of a.falſe one), But then conſider 
with my-ſelf thac Your Royal Highnets is the ſecond Branch! 
an Imperial Family, and Heir to -Crowhis, 1 chought'm 
ſelf obliged, according to my Reſdlution declar'd in the bey in 
' ning, to wave the Advantage of this Argument : becauſe Yo! 
Highneſs is here a Party, and itgancerns Your worldly-In fy 
more nearly than. Your C ;” £0 which alone I have m 
bold to make this Addreſs, and in it I afſure my ſelf, chat" 
the Kingdoms in-the World would weigh woryoe - And the 


fore without giving' Your Royal Highneſs any 
more than Onee more of craving Pardon for. 


ption , \ - t & <5 
I ſhall ſubmit the Conſideration of the Preciiles to Your 

ous and impartial:*Thooghts, and daily ptay for' Voue- 

acſs both here and Los and while 1 live ſhall eyer bet 


Your Royal Highneſſes 
Moſt FHhonble and 
Devoted Some) 


